THE  tAST  YEARS OF  GEORGES  MANDEL
willing to grant only after a system of control had proved its effective-
ness over a period of years, Germany rejected their proposals and when
the disarmament conference reopened on 14 October 1933 after a
recess of several months, announced her withdrawal from the con-
ference and from the League of Nations.
Mandel had little faith in an agreement with Germany or with the
willingness of the Allies to force Germany to live up to her commit-
ments. For that reason he had opposed the disarmament conference,
and before Germany withdrew, had written: "One wonders why the
former Allies would be more capable of assuring the application of a
new agreement than they were of enforcing the treaty of peace. ML Leon
Blum says that it is because tins agreement will not in any way be
a Diktat. But that is the reason he approved the adoption of the Young
Plan. It was supposed to be ... the 4Locamo of reparations*; and,
according to the deputy from Narbonne, we were definitely going to
receive our yearly payments. We had only to evacuate the Rhineland."8
Now that Germany had withdrawn from the League of Nations and
the disarmament conference, Mandel was more than ever determined
that the Government should act to prevent further German rearmament
and to preserve France's security. He delivered a speech in the Chamber
on 9 November 1933, in wrhich there was none of his usual irony and
sarcasm but only the grim seriousness of a man who believed that
France had reached a critical turning point and was taking the wrong
path. After reviewing the efforts that France had made to achieve peace,
he criticized Foreign Minister PauI-Boncour, who "has only continued
the policy of liquidation of the victory to which almost all of his pre-
decessors have dedicated themselves since 1920, while affirming their
resolution to see the treaties strictly executed, and letting them be
mutilated in conference after conference." 3 France must act now, he
said, in order to preserve the margin of military superiority which she
still possessed over Germany. He quoted at length statistics on the
extent of German rearmament and called for the application of
Article 213 of the Treaty of Versailles which gave tie League of
Nations the right to investigate the state of German armament. In the
event Germany prevented the League from carrying out an investiga-
tion, collective sanctions should be applied against her. But, he added,
"there is one obstacle to the action demanded by the situation. ... It
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